March 2021

The Minister
Dear friends,
I’m writing this letter listening to our Prime Minister giving details for the road map out of the
Covid lockdown we are in. (It’s Nicola’s turn tomorrow) It’s been a hard year. Some of us have
been forced to quarantine, some of us have not seen loved ones for ages, some of us have
contacted the virus and some of us have suffered a bereavement during this terrible year. We
shouldn’t underestimate the suffering that many in our church have gone through over the
past year.
How do we have hope? I came across this story last week. *
The scholar Jerome spent the last years of his life living in a cave outside Bethlehem convinced
the world was coming to an end. (AD 420) His world was in chaos, the Visigoths had destroyed
Rome, ‘The world sinks into ruin’ was his despairing cry, so he retreated to his cave and died.
When his life felt out of control, brilliant scholar though he was, he lost hope, lost control and
gave up.
Augustine (354 AD) responded rather differently. He knew God was in control of all things and
this fact gave Augustine confidence to stand strong, love God and to love his neighbour. His
hope was in God, but his hope was far from passive, his faith was an active faith. Augustine
orchestrated the last defence of Hippo, he fought defending his home city to the end.
It is so important to be anchored to God in times like this. During the time of Lent find some
time to feed your soul, listen to an inspiring podcast, read a book that will lift your spirits,
rejoice in the things you can still do. We can write to someone (don’t know the last time I
wrote a letter), send a card, phone, even text an encouraging word.
God is the only one who can give us hope during these testing times, God is the only one who
can give us the courage to be signs of hope to our friends and neighbours.
I look forward to the day when we can sing together, worship together and laugh together.
Will we be in church soon, this looks unlikely, but that day will come.
Take hope, stay strong, and remember
For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline.
2 Timothy 1:7 (TNIV)
God bless,
John
*Story taken from ‘A time for confidence’ Stephen Nichols

Announcement – Sunday 7th March
We will be joining in communion in our morning service
7pm will be our Zoom prayer meeting.
Please see the Facebook page for the Zoom details

Fabric Update
Hi everyone,
I just thought I would update you all as to what is happening to the church buildings at a time
when most of you will not have been in them due to the current COVID-19 “stay at home”
directive.
The Church is doing fine. The heating system is fitted with frost detection system which
prevents the inside temperature of the church falling below 5 degrees centigrade so there is
no real issue with the cold weather. All the electrical work concerning the sound system is
complete except for tidying up some cables and the 3 yearly PAT testing has been completed.
The Church Hall and Resource Centre has been closed for much of the lockdown. Due to
emergency work being carried out at the substation last year we took advantage of the
availability of the heavy earth moving equipment onsite and this combined with the purchase
of some hardcore allowed us to tidy up the carpark. Hopefully as COVID-19 restrictions ease
we will be able to continue the good work which has started on tidying the exterior grounds
(maybe you have noticed the improvement in the front ‘garden’ as you have passed) . We
have had problems with the heating system, which is being investigated by a heating
specialist.
The church centre is most of the way through an internal redecoration but unfortunate this
has coincided with a failure of the valley gutter closest to the church. It appears that the
fibreglass on this gutter has detached from the boards underneath and has cracked allowing
the water to soak through the external roof into the ceiling plasterboard. Both the fibreglass
valley gutter and the internal plasterboard will need to be replaced as an estimated cost of
£2500. The fibreglass repairs to the roof will be carried out by a roofing company and the
internal plaster board and decoration will be done ourselves. Like the church the 3-year PAT
testing has been carried out.
The manse is outstanding some repairs which will need to be carried over until the COVID-19
restrictions are relaxed. There are small areas of damp in the downstairs toilet / hall and the
downstairs utility room. These will need excavation of the back door area and ventilation fans
fitted to both these areas. A new internal door will need to be fitted to the front porch along
with some plaster repairs in the porch.
Regardless of the lack of use of these buildings, we are obliged to carry out annual fire safety
checks, annual gas safety checks and this year we are due the five yearly electrical certification
of all our buildings.
Financially the lack of rental income will be partially mitigated due to the reduction in heating
and lighting costs but the essential repairs to the centre roof and the costs of the annual
safety certifications, especially the electrical inspections will put quite a stretch on the fabric

spend for 2021. Should anyone feel they would like to support meeting these costs then any
donations to the fabric work can be made by contacting 01387 253043 for details.
Hope you are all well and keeping safe!
Stuart N, Fabric convener

From the Editor & Clerk to the Board On behalf of the church, can I take this opportunity to say a “Huge Thank You” to Stuart for
all the hard work he puts in, especially over the past year during Covid time.
Not everyone will be aware of all the work that he does to keep our buildings maintained
and safe. Also all the hard work, endless Covid paperwork and updates he has had to plough
through to keep people safe when we have been allowed in the church. You are doing a
fantastic job and it is greatly appreciated.

Growing Young
What’s been happening with the Growing Young team?
Time really does fly – it seems like ages ago that we attended our first event with Fuller Youth
Seminary USA and 20 other Church of Scotland congregations back in September. Since then,
we’ve taken part in a 2-day Summit in October, another in November, a webinar in December,
and another in January. There have also been 5 Team meetings for the Troqueer team. As I
write this, we are about to attend a coaching session with our coach Audrey and team
members from the 2 other churches in our group, Fullerton in Irvine and the gloriously named
Bonkle and Coltness in Wishaw. Then we have two 2 day summits in March. Phew!
We have been learning and discussing a lot. Although Fuller are American, they have made
lots of effort not to assume that churches and culture here are the same as in the States, and
they’ve been great at checking that some American English terms translate well in Scotland.
If you’ve been listening to the sermons, you will now be aware of the 6 areas that we are
looking at. At the beginning, the whole team had to answer 60 questions about our
congregation which were summarised into our stronger and weaker areas. We received the
strongest scores in ‘Taking Jesus’ Message Seriously’ and ‘Fuelling a Warm Community’. We
received weak scores in the other areas, ‘Empathising with Today’s Young People’, ‘Prioritising
Young People and Families Everywhere’, ‘Being the Best Neighbours’ and bottom of all,
‘Unlocking Keychain Leadership’.
Needless to say it’s the weaker areas that the team is being encouraged to focus on. At this
point, you might be saying ‘yes, but what are you actually DOING?’. Good question. We have
lots of ideas in the pipeline. Covid makes some of them difficult. Online rules make some of

them seemingly impossible. However, one thing that we are starting with now is speaking to
as many people in the congregation in the 15-29 age group and asking them questions like:
What drew you to our church? What do you like best /least about Troqueer Church? What
ideas do you have to improve our church?
Please pray for us. We are acutely aware that this is not some kind of ‘How to grow your
church in 5 easy steps’ type of thing, but something that the Holy Spirit is asking of us.
Listening to an unrelated podcast today, I heard someone say that the ‘shadow mission’ of the
church (how to just keep this place open and going) can often become a distraction from the
real mission (go and make disciples). Growing Young is just one part of helping us focus on
how to grow our real mission to 15–29-year-olds, so that the whole church grows.

Powerhouse
Our Zoom calls on Sunday mornings have continued and since Christmas, we have enjoyed
looking at the Bible readings around Growing Young, some of our craft items have been on the
church Facebook page. We will soon start to look towards Easter. Do be in touch if you would
like to be on the weekly email list or have details of the zoom call
troqueerkids@btinternet.com
Alison

Youth Fellowship
Youth Fellowships is still continuing online each Friday night and is open to all P6 upwards.
If you would like to join us please email troqueeryouthfellowship@btinternet.com
Our young people still not back at school yet and we would ask for prayers they can return
soon and that they can get the help and support they need to catch up. Thank you to all those
who volunteered to support our young people who were struggling with school work.
Karyn

Spring Harvest 2021 goes online
Christian festival Spring Harvest has axed its 2021 in-person events, saying it is "no longer viable or
responsible" to host the gatherings at their flagship Butlins locations.
Spring Harvest continues to plan for events in 2022. But in the meantime, Spring Harvest Home 2021, the
online event which has already been months in the planning, is set to be “bolder and better than ever
before”. Spring Harvest will now start online on Easter Sunday evening.
According to Spring Harvest, Butlins will issue refunds to anyone who has already paid a deposit for the
2021 in-person full event.

Walk and pray for your community in 2021
Our communities have all been being affected by the Covid-19 pandemic: our schools,
hospitals, neighbours, churches, friends and families, so when we’re out on our daily walk,
let's turn the time to prayer.
That’s the challenge from HOPE Together, which is encouraging Christians to walk and pray in
2021.
Rachel Jordan-Wolf, HOPE’s executive director, says: ‘Whatever time, wherever you live,
whilst we’re able and permitted to walk – let’s walk and talk to the one who has the power to
act and bring change.’
HOPE is bringing together resources and ideas for prayer walking from many UK prayer
ministries. An app is also being developed to track where Christians have walked and prayed
throughout the UK. This is part of a worldwide Every Home for Christ initiative called Oikos,
which aims to take the Christian message of hope to every home on the planet over the next
20 years.
To find out more visit www.hopetogether.org.uk/prayerwalk21

Fairtrade
CHOOSE THE WORLD YOU WANT THIS FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT
Fairtrade Fortnight will be well underway when this newsletter is issued, it finishes on 7th
March and there's a lot going on. It's all online of course but that means that we can join with
folk from all over Scotland and beyond, from the comfort of our homes!
Locally the Dumfries Fairtrade Group is organising an Online Coffee Morning, on Saturday,
March 6th, at 11am.
We plan to have a short film to watch, a chance to chat and a quiz. We will be meeting by
Zoom, and if you would like to join us please email dumfriesfairtrade@yahoo.co.uk and we
will send you the link.
Below is a link from the Scottish Fair Trade Forum with details of lots of other events - most of
them are free to join and all of them look good - you are invited to join with others across
Scotland and make a difference this Fairtrade Fortnight.
Fairtrade Fortnight 2021 - Scottish Fair Trade Forum

Christian Aid
In ordinary times we would be in the middle of the Christian Aid Lenten Lunches but
obviously, that is not possible this year.
We are so looking forward to welcoming folks to events in the future. We know how
important the regular Christian Aid events are in bringing people together as well as raising
much-needed funds for Christian Aid.
Christian Aid is now 75 years old and this year the Lent and Easter appeal is focused on looking
forward as well as reflecting on the past.
Here is a link to the details on the Christian Aid Website. This includes a prayer sheet.
Lent and Easter 2021 Appeal - Christian Aid

Marking Lent
Lent started on 17th February and unfortunately this year the Count Your Blessings sheets
from Christian Aid will not be available so here are a few suggestions the first couple especially
for families with 40 ideas of things to
EASTER RESOURCES | Together at Home (tath.co.uk)

And ideas for walks one of every week
Wonder Walks | Scottish Bible Society

A Second suggestion to mark Lent with a focus on global neighbours is a daily email from
Tearfund or follow the Joint Public issues team (of which the Church of Scotland is a member)
on Facebook
Your free devotional for Lent - Tearfund

(5) The Joint Public Issues Team | Facebook

Across
1
The earth is one (6)
4
‘On a hill far away stood an old —
cross’ (6)
7
‘I am the — vine and my Father is the
gardener’ (John 15:1) (4)
8
The Caesar who was Roman Emperor
at the time of Jesus’ birth(Luke 2:1) (8)
9
‘Your — should be the same as that of
Christ Jesus’(Philippians 2:5) (8)
13
Jesus said that no one would put a
lighted lamp under this(Luke 8:16) (3)
16
Involvement (1 Corinthians 10:16) (13)
17
Armed conflict (2 Chronicles 15:19) (3)
19
Where the Gaderene pigs were
feeding (Mark 5:11) (8)
24
What jeering youths called Elisha on
the road to Bethel (2 Kings 2:23) (8)
25
The Venerable — , eighth-century
Jarrow ecclesiastical scholar (4)
26
8 Across issued a decree that this
should take place (Luke 2:1) (6)
27
Come into prominence (Deuteronomy
13:13) (6)

Down
1
Where some of the seed scattered by the
sower fell (Matthew 13:4) (4)
2
Sexually immoral person whom God will
judge (Hebrews 13:4) (9)
3
Gospel leaflet (5)
4
Physical state of the boy brought to Jesus for
healing (Mark 9:18)
5
Tugs (anag.) (4)
6
To put forth (5)
10
Nationality associated with St Patrick (5)
11
Leader of the descendants of Kohath (1
Chronicles 15:5) (5)
12
‘After this, his brother came out, with his
hand grasping — heel’(Genesis 25:26) (5)
13
At Dothan the Lord struck the Arameans
with — at Elisha’s request (2 Kings 6:18) (9)
14
‘Peter, before the cock crows today, you will
— three times that you know me’
(Luke22:34) (4)
15
Spit out (Psalm 59:7) (4)
18
‘When I — , I am still with you’
(Psalm 139:18) (5)
20
Concepts (Acts 17:20) (5)
21
Thyatira’s dealer in purple cloth
(Acts 16:14) (5)
22
Does (anag.) (4)
23
The second set of seven cows in Pharaoh’s
dream were this (Genesis 41:19) (4)

Answers
ACROSS: 1, Planet. 4, Rugged. 7, True. 8, Augustus. 9, Attitude. 13, Bed. 16, Participation. 17,
War. 19, Hillside. 24, Baldhead. 25, Bede. 26, Census. 27, Arisen.

DOWN: 1, Path. 2, Adulterer. 3, Tract. 4, Rigid. 5, Gust. 6, Exude. 10, Irish. 11, Uriel. 12, Esau’s.
13, Blindness. 14, Deny. 15, Spew. 18, Awake. 20, Ideas. 21, Lydia. 22, Odes. 23, Lean.

