September 2021

The Minister
Dear friends,
Global warming, chaos in Afghanistan, increasing Covid cases, forest fires, flooding,
droughts. I’m nearly at the stage where I’m frightened to watch the news. So, it’s great to
be able to bring you good news. As some of you know, Frances and I became grandparents
again. Ruth has given birth to a beautiful baby boy, Elijah, 8lbs 11 oz. (I don’t know why
everyone asks the weight, but they do?) Both mum and baby are doing well. With so much
doom and gloom around it’s great to be able to share our good news story. What about
you? You must have something good to share. I’m in Stonehaven writing this letter, taking
a few days off, enjoying being Grampa. It does have its disadvantages though. Aria was so
excited last night she decided to share her excitement with us at 4am this morning, and I
was on Grampa-day-care. How often do you get the opportunity to sing ‘These are the
days of Elijah’ at 4am, hopefully not too often?
Rejoice with those who rejoice……. Romans 12;15
It’s great to be able to share our good news with you, share our joy. I must go, time for a
Grampa nap.
God bless,

John

Church Services Update
After a short break due to the increase in COVID cases, our Sunday
Worship Together Service will return to in person services from Sunday
5th September at 11am. You don’t have to book a place in church. Social
distancing and masks are still required within the church.
Our services will still be live streamed on Facebook and our website for
those who are unable to attend.
Let us once again join together in worship.

Growing Young FB Blog posts
If you’ve been reading these posts over the last few weeks you may (like me) be thinking –
what more is there to write? Some people may even be thinking – I’ve not really noticed any
changes, so what are they talking about? There’s no doubt that some changes have been so
small they may have happened without you particularly noticing! Other changes have been
somewhat delayed by the various restrictions that we have experienced.
At a recent meeting, one of our team shared that participating in Growing Young had given
them ‘an awareness of the things that it’s my responsibility to do, and openness to doing
those things’. It was refreshing to hear. So often even the simple things are ‘someone else’s
job’ – taking the lead in engaging a new person in conversation or stepping forward when the
call is made to get on board with a proposal. This is especially challenging if you feel in any
way ‘new’ or ‘newer’ to the congregation, but could also be the case if you’ve been around for
ages but never done these kind of things before.
So, take your courage in hand and ask God for that same awareness and openness that our
team member talked about. Who knows, it could be the start of something that God has
planned for you!
Sheila

Why is someone who is growing old reading about Growing Young? Most of us know that as a
church we’ve linked up with 20 other Church of Scotland congregations, to put practice what
Fuller Seminary in America found were the key commitments that were found in Jesuscentred churches that were growing.
•
Unlocking keychain leadership
•
Empathising with today’s young people
•
Taking Jesus’ message seriously
•
Forming a warm community
•
Prioritising young people and their families everywhere
•
Be the best neighbours we can be
Fuller has spent thousands of hours researching churches that were growing, and these wee
the 6 key factors they found. Whether the churches were big or small, rural or urban, these 6
factors were present in growing churches. Guess what? This isn’t new, let me tell you, it’s old.
It goes way back to the early church.
Filled with the Holy Spirit we’re told: They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and
to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer……. They broke bread in their homes and
ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all people.
And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. Acts 2:42,46,47.
Growing Young is traditional, the traditions of the early church. We’re trying to make Troqueer
Church more traditional than it is now. The traditions of the early church, not necessarily the
traditions we’ve picked up along the way. And you’ve got a part to play in this. How can you
use the gifts God has given you to make our church more like the church God wants us to be?
Have a think. How can you help make our church a more Jesus-centred community? What
have you learned in your Christian life at Troqueer that you could share with someone who

has maybe just started their walk with Jesus? Can you suggest anything that would make us
better neighbours to the people in Troqueer? If so, let me know. So often in Church history
God has taken his church back to basics, not to duplicate what was done in years gone by, but
to help churches learn what it means to be church in their time. This is what we’re trying to do
with Growing Young. This is why a man who is growing old is learning about Growing Troqueer
Church Young. I’m really a traditionalist at heart.
John

We are back again with another post!
This week, I’ve been reflecting on the sermon John gave recently regarding our gifts. We all
have them, we just need to find a way to discover them. Well, right now is an ideal time to
start exploring what gifts you might have, and how best to use them, regardless of your age or
where you are on your faith journey.
As a group, the Growing Young team have come up with a number of great ideas going
forward to help us all grow together as a church, but we can’t do this alone. We need
everyone to continue to pray about this, and actively participate where you can. Do you have
a hobby you enjoy doing that we could bring to the church? Great, lets set up a group who can
all do it together! Do you think we could be doing something a little differently? Brilliant! Let’s
discuss it and see what changes we can make! I know it can be daunting to put yourself or
your ideas out there, but as a congregation we are a place of comfort and support, so there is
no safer place to explore how we can grow as individuals and together.
Growing Young may be a confusing term for some, as this is not aimed towards just the
younger people in the community, it is aimed towards everyone. It’s about building a
flourishing community, a nourishing church environment for everyone, and a place where we
can all be themselves and thrive.
Everyone within Troqueer is unique, and therefore can all bring something wonderfully
different to the community. If you have time, I encourage you to take some time to reflect on
the core commitments of Growing Young this week and ask yourself ‘What could I do to make
this stronger at Troqueer?’
As a reminder, the core commitments are:
Unlocking keychain leadership
Empathise with todays young people
Take Jesus’ message seriously
Fuel a warm community
Prioritise young people (and families) everywhere
Be the best neighbours
As always, the growing young team are happy to discuss anything with you. If you need some
support with an idea, need some advice on how to execute your idea, or just want a general
chat, please reach out to any of us.
Have a lovely week.
Becca

People may see the title Growing Young and think it is just aimed at young people but it isn’t.
In order for us to grow we all need to play our part, young and old. One of the core
commitments is ‘Being best neighbours’. So, it isn’t just about what goes on inside our church,
it’s also about reaching out into the community and either taking the church to the
community or bringing the community to the church. You might ask how can we help? While
we have some ideas and projects we are working on, we are always keen to hear from others
and for people to step forward and help. If you can spare time to help with a project or lead a
project then please speak to one of the team. No one is ever too old to help and if you can’t
help physically then maybe you could offer prayer support, a listening ear or a nice cup of tea
to those that might be out and about do things. Don’t ever think that small things don’t
count, we value your support and every small action helps us on the path to help grow our
church. We are all on a learning path, some things might work well and others might not work
at all. Let’s all step on the path together and put our trust in God to help lead us along the
right path and help us to grow our church and to be best neighbours to our community. The
team are always hear to listen and answer any questions so please feel free to speak to any of
us.
Karyn
I know a lot of you are wondering what the Growing Young webinars and cohorts that the
team has attended have taught us? It has taught me an incredible amount in the period of
time that our team has been a part of it (I’m also sure that the rest of the team feel the same
way). One of the main things that was brought up at the beginning was that “Growing Young
isn’t about changing youth ministry, it’s about changing church culture”. This statement for
me says that we need to work together as a church to enhance our culture which will then in
turn encourage young people to come. I also think that this statement can be applied to the
Growing Young team as we continue to work through this process. As a team we are need to
always be aware that Growing Young is a whole church journey instead of it being a journey
just for the Growing Young team.
I feel like this has already started by the small ideas that have been integrated in to the
Sunday morning services e.g. the welcome slots, readings and prayers which have been done
and are continuing to be done by various people in all different age groups and roles. This
allows people to see someone that they think are relatable to them. As we move along this
journey we need to bear this statement in mind as a church and as a team.
Kathryn
Growing Young...did I know what I was getting myself into? Frankly, no I didn’t. But over these
weeks and months I have learned so much and gotten to know so much more about my
church family. For a start, the live webinars with the Mentors from the Fuller Youth Institute
were amazing. We are so lucky to have this great technology at our fingertips. We can link up
with people from all over Scotland and the US and learn from those who are further down the
Growing Young road than we are...and what have I learned? It is all about re-setting the way
we think and plan at Troqueer Church. In all we do, thinking about how it will affect and
improve relationships in our church family and our relationships with the local community.
There is a particular emphasis on thinking how decisions affect young people. A thriving

church is what we all want and it will benefit every age group. We can’t underestimate the
importance of this task....The bible paints a picture of the Church as being precious to Jesus as
a Bride is precious to her Husband. We all have a part to play in helping to look after the
Church-Bride. Over the next few weeks and months you may notice changes at Troqueer, big
and small. Please ask us about them and consider what you can do to help.
Kirsteen
So Growing Young, John’s preached on it, you may have heard it talked about during our
intercessory prayers or at a Kirk Session meeting but I suspect for many you may not truly
understand what it’s really about. So then let’s start with what it’s not…. It’s not a plan to
eliminate anyone over the age of 25 from the church; nor is it a plan to change everything so
that no one over the age of 25 wants to take part; it’s not even a plan to eliminate the Guild!
Rather it’s a chance for the church to look at what it does really well, what it does well, and
what it could do to make Troqueer even better, with a focus on how we can utilise young
people to their full potential and to ensure that Troqueer church has a future. The key then is
that this project is not just about young people no, this project is about our Church growing
and developing that it can continue to serve God and our community for years to come.
Troqueer church is unique, and as with all the churches that are taking part in this project the
project recognises that one size does not fit all. One of the great things about this project is
that beyond the basic principles outlined by the project co-ordinators the ideas on what we
can do for Troqueer are developed entirely with Troqueer in mind through the members of
the team. Through workshops, coaching sessions, listening to other churches and most
importantly through prayer the team have produced a number of ideas to try and see what we
can do to grow our church in new ways, and in particular to encourage and grow our young
people so that they can have that relationship with Jesus that we have all enjoyed.
This is a brilliant and exciting project to be part of! If you want to chat more about this project
then please contact one of the team, this is important and we should all be talking about it.
Christopher

Rwanda Update
It is now about a week since we got out of our 3rd lockdown since the Covid-19 pandemic hit
Rwanda in March 2020. Generally, things are beginning to open up. Churches that had been
reopened before the 3rd lockdown resumed last Sunday operating at 30% capacity to allow
for social distancing.
The exercise of reopening churches has been a gradual process. Inspections to assess
readiness of churches to comply with covid prevention guidelines may resume next week.
After these inspection visits more churches will reopen.
Five of DDC churches are now open. Our churches in Kigali still face the challenge of not being
allowed to meet as long as they are not meeting in a facility that is exclusively used by the
church. Please pray for us so that this requirement can be reversed. Most multi-purpose Halls
in Kigali are commonly used for weddings and the owners find it not profitable to exclusively
lease them out to churches that would use them only on Sundays for worship meeting.
Schools have been reopened but are currently in a break resuming mid-September.
My team and their respective families are all healthy and doing well. The government has
accepted to prioritize Pastors for vaccination despite their age brackets since they are deemed
as frontline workers.
A nationwide vaccination campaign has been rolled out and close to 10% of the population
legible for vaccine have taken their shots, and the exercise continues. It is generally believed
that the country would reach hard immunity by the summer of 2022.
The biggest challenge currently facing DDC Kigali is acquiring our own place to worship from.
Please pray that God will graciously provide for this need.
Please feel free to let me know if you need any clarification or if there is anything you would
specifically need to know.
All the blessings
Joel Sengoga
Pastor - Divine Destiny Church

I can take my telescope and look millions of miles into space; but I can go away to my room
and in prayer get nearer to God and heaven than I can when assisted by all the telescopes on
earth. – Isaac Newton

Christian Aid
Locally Christian Aid week back in May raised £6443 collected as cash and £1800 via the online giving
page. Making a great total of £8243. nationally the total is over £3 Million. So, thank you for all the
effort this represents.
Christian Aid material for Harvest is now available which focuses on one aspect of the long-term
development work. This year the material is on Malawi, which has strong links to Scotland.
Following the hurricane in 2019, women in Malawi have been supported by Christian Aid’s partner
Eagles Relief and Development, to make and sell juice from the baobab tree. More details and a film
showing one woman’s story, Janet, is at this link
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/harvest-appeal/stories
You may have heard about the earthquake in Haiti over the weekend…. Christian Aid has launched an
emergency appeal
Haiti Earthquake Appeal - Christian Aid
And there is also an update on the situation in Afghanistan which includes a prayer written by Ramani
Leathard, the regional director.
Afghanistan: our response - Christian Aid

Finally, there is much in the news about the COP26 meeting coming up in Glasgow. As climate change
is adding to crisis and hampering long term development Christian Aid has been campaigning on this
for some time.
There is a lot of material available which I will be happy to help folks navigate but would like to
highlight the Breakfast briefings coming up
Christian Aid COP26 Breakfast Briefings
"The church in the UK and around the world has a crucial role to play in influencing political leaders to
be ambitious in taking steps to end the climate crisis."
Christian Aid is hosting three virtual breakfast briefings specifically for church leaders
Join us to hear how you and your church can take action for climate justice.
All briefings will take place on Zoom from 8.30-9.30am:
31 August: All Creation groaning – understanding our asks of world leaders
28 September: ‘I’m a church leader - what’s COP got to do with me?’
26 October: Voices from the global church – how our sisters and brothers are responding

Powerhouse in Person
It is very good to be back with Powerhouse in person which has enabled more of the church
families to join us. Most of us are in church for the first part of the service and we hope you
have been enjoying our Powerhouse introductions. Some folks are not yet ready to be in
church so they watch the first part of the service in the centre and we then join them. We
have been taking advantage of the warmer weather and doing parts of our activities outside
where possible. We are continuing to follow the themes and Bible readings in the church
which will make some interesting weeks on the detail of the Apostles Creed. There is always
room for more youngsters including visitors. In addition, we are looking for more people to
help so contact Alison in the first instance if you feel this might be you.

Youth Fellowship
Youth Fellowship has at the moment resumed online. There are still a number of restrictions in place
that stop us from having our usual YF, and we also want to ensure that we keep both our young
people and helpers. If you are P6 upwards and would like to join us on a Friday night please drop me
an email troqueeryouthfellowship@btinternet.com
Some of our former YF members are heading off to university this month so please keep them in your
prayers as they head off to start a new chapter in their lives.
Karyn

Book Review
A Christian Guide to Environmental Issues
By Martin Hodson and Margot Hodson, BRF, £9.99

Environmental sustainability is a major issue for us all. In this extensively updated edition,
Martin and Margot Hodson consider eight of the key current environmental problems, giving
the biblical basis for looking after the environment and helping to integrate environmental
thinking into the reader’s understanding of Christian faith.
This guide includes ethical reflections, Bible studies focusing on a different biblical doctrine for
each chapter, and eco-tips to enable practical response. Among the issues covered are climate
change, food, biodiversity, and population, together with the relationship between
environmental problems and issues relating to world development.

Clues Across
1 ‘Through [Christ] we have gained …. by faith into
this grace’ (Romans 5:2) (6)
4 Deprives of sight (Deuteronomy 16:19) (6)
8 The words of a hymn do this (mostly) (5)
9 Faithful allegiance (1 Chronicles 12:33) (7)
10 Belgium’s chief port (7)
11 Where John was baptizing ‘because there was
plenty of water’ (John 3:23) (5)
12 Imposing height (Psalm 48:2) (9)
17 Jesus’ tempter in the wilderness (Mark 1:13) (5)
19 Comes between Amos and Jonah (7)
21 ‘Your will be done’ … as it is in heaven’ (Matthew
6:10) (2,5)
22 Gale (Matthew 8:24) (5)
23 Axle, eh? (anag.) (6)
24 ‘Out of the… I cry to you, O Lord’ (Psalm 130:1)
(6)

Clues Down
1 Popular Christian author and humorist, Plass (6)
2 Transparent ice-like mineral (Revelation 4:6) (7)
3 Method of compelling surrender by surrounding
target of attack (2 Chronicles 32:1) (5)
5 Expose (Isaiah 52:10) (3,4)
6 Lonny (anag.) (5)
7 Utterance (1 Timothy 1:15) (6)
9 Husband of Deborah, the prophetess (Judges 4:4)
(9)
13 Burial service (Jeremiah 34:5) (7)
14 What Christ threatened to do to the lukewarm
church in Laodicea (Revelation 3:16) (4,3)
15 Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net
(John 21:11) (6)
16 His response to Jesus’ decision to return to Judea
was ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him’ (John
11:16) (6)
18 There will be weeping and gnashing of …
(Matthew 8:12) (5)
20 Walkway between rows of pews in a church (5)

Answers
ACROSS
1 access; 4 blinds; 8 rhyme; 9 loyalty; 10 Antwerp; 11 Aenon; 12 loftiness; 17 Satan; 19
Obadiah; 21 on earth; 22 storm; 23 exhale; 24 depths
DOWN
1 Adrian; 2 crystal; 3 siege; 5 lay bare; 6 nylon; 7 saying; 9 Lappidoth; 13 funeral; 14 spit out;
15 ashore; 16 Thomas; 18 teeth; 20 aisle

