
 

 

June 2022 



 

The Minister 
 

Dear friends, 

 

This year I attended the hybrid General Assembly, online. There were around 600 

delegates there, 400 opted to attend Edinburgh, 200 attended online. The 

moderator was Rev. Iain Greenshields, the minister of St Margaret’s Community 

Church in Dunfermline. 

 

Same-Sex Marriages 

The Assembly voted to allow same-sex marriages, voting 274 to 136 to allow its 

ministers and deacons to opt in to officiate at same-sex weddings. A majority of 

presbyteries, 19-12- approved the ‘Solemnisation of Same Sex Marriage 

Overture.’ A minister must apply to the Principal Clerk’s office to become a 

celebrant, and an application would then be made to the Registrar General for 

Scotland on their behalf. I will not be applying to become a celebrant. 

 

Church Reform 

The Assembly voted to reform its structure, again. The work of Faith and 

Nurture and Faith Impact Forums will be merged to form a single Active Faith 

Leadership Team, with 4 Programme Groups: Mission, People and Training, Public 

Life and Global Justice, and Resource and Presence. The Rev. Rosie Frew, 

convenor of the Faith and Nurture Forum said, ‘We’re currently living in an in-

between world-in between an old system and a new system. It’s like being in a 

chrysalis, a dark and difficult place of transformation before the beauty of the 

butterfly emerges.’ I hope she’s right. 

 

The process or merging presbyteries continued with the creation of 4 new large 

presbyteries: 

Lothian and Borders (merging Duns, Jedburgh, Lothian and Melrose & Peebles) 

Perth (merging Angus, Dundee, Dunkeld and Meigle, Perth and Stirling) 

Forth Valley and Clydesdale (Falkirk joining the existing presbytery of that 

name) 

North East and Northern Isles (merging Aberdeen & Shetland, Gordon, Buchan, 

Kincardine and Deeside, Orkney and Moray) Just think, if I had stayed in 

Stonehaven I could have been offered an interim-moderator’s appointment in 

Shetland. 

 



 

 

A Book of Confessions 

The Assembly voted to create a new Book of Confessions, but still retaining the 

Westminster Confession of Faith as our subordinate standard. This means that 

Church Office holders who disagree with the Westminster Confession would no 

longer have to subscribe to it.   

 

Covid 

Professor Jason Leitch, The Scottish Government’s National Director, was invited 

to address the Assembly. He thanked the church for everything it had done 

during the Covid pandemic. ‘whether you run the tiniest Church in Scotland, or one 

of the largest fellowships, the work you have done for those you serve has been 

absolutely without precedent.’ 

The Moderator, the Rt. Rev. Iain Greenshields praised the Assembly’s willingness 

to work together to find a way forward through difficult debates. ‘If the Church 

is to do anything it has to work together to bring Christ to the people and the 

people to Christ, and surely that is our greatest privilege.’ 

This years’ Assembly highlighted the many challenges we will face in the next few 

years. Presbytery reform, Presbytery plans, too many buildings, not enough 

ministers; we can’t let these challenges deflect us from the main task of mission, 

as individuals and as churches to explain the Gospel to those who increasingly 

don’t know who Jesus is. 

 

God bless, 

John 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safeguarding 
 

Sunday 19th June is Safeguarding Sunday, a time to highlight and celebrate the work of our 

volunteers, to thank them for all their hard work and to encourage everyone involved in church 

life to help and ensure a safe church for all.  As Safeguarding coordinator may I take this 

opportunity to thank all our volunteers who work in the various groups within our church with our 

young people and vulnerable adults. We greatly appreciate your time and talents that you share 

and the commitment you have made to serve and to protect our young and vulnerable people.  

Can I also thank our Minister for his continued support, Safeguarding isn’t always an easy job or 

subject but the support I have from John is greatly appreciated.  

Please remember all of our volunteers in your prayers as they continue their work in the various 

roles within our church.  If you are interested to hear more about Safeguarding in our church or 

would like to volunteer to help with our work with young and vulnerable people then please speak 

to me in church or email troqueersafeguarding@btinternet.com   

Karyn, Safeguarding Coordinator  

mailto:troqueersafeguarding@btinternet.com


Growing Young 
 

 
 

 

The cohort of around 20 Church of Scotland congregations from across the 

country which began in September 2020 had its final webinar at the start of 

June. I dug out the booklet we were working from at that point today and it has 

the air of an ancient artefact! Just thinking of where we were at that time is a 

scary thing. Covid lockdown, no vaccine yet, no meeting each other in person, 

services all online. Even now, almost 2 years down the line, the 20 churches have 

never been in a room face to face with one another. Our ‘partner’ church, 

Fullerton in Irvine, will shortly be in the same presbytery as us – a thing we 

scarcely imagined back then.  

 

I get a little nervous talking about ‘success and failure’ in terms of church. 

However, as we were reminded on Sunday, Pentecost marked a turning point in the 

life of the early church, including things that people could see and hear as well as 

things that are less measurable. In the book of Acts we read measurable events 

recounted – sounds like a strong wind, what appeared to be flames of fire, 

numbers of those saved, signs and wonders, harmony in the church. So at our 

recent team meeting we were encouraged to think about change that had 

happened as a result of our participation in the programme. We looked for change 

around the 6 key commitments -  Unlock keychain leadership, empathize with 

today’s young people; take Jesus’ message seriously; fuel a warm community; 

prioritize young people (and families) everywhere, and be the best neighbours. We 



think that change is now accepted and expected to happen – there are more 

opportunities for involvement for a wide range of people. Marshalling at the junior 

Parkrun has turned out to have a very multigenerational team, and is raising the 

profile of the church among people with no connection. We counted around 40 

people now attending housegroups – as John pointed out this can sometimes be 

50% of our Sunday morning congregation. It has been commented on that new 

relationships are being established. Different (and some younger) people are 

stretching themselves into leadership and more upfront roles.  

However, growth and change is not a ‘flip of a switch’ thing. It takes time, 

experimentation, and some hiccups -  and yes, even ‘failures’ along the way. 

We always knew that prayer would be a pivotal part of the process, and we are 

very grateful for people in the congregation who have prayed for us in services, or 

have assured us of their prayers in other ways. We were and are extremely wary 

of anyone thinking that this is some American model that has little spiritual depth 

(any of us on the team who feared this in the beginning soon found out how wrong 

we were). 

 

On Sunday, John was reminding us that the Holy Spirit does not always take us in 

the expected direction (like Poohsticks). The team continue to be so aware of 

this.  

If anyone has been feeling like they would like to be on board with the team, 

especially in helping the congregation to reach out into the community, we would 

be glad to hear from you. Please speak to John or Sheila N. 

 

Sheila 

 

Jock and Katy Hughes 

 

A quick update on where things are in the Dobel New Testament translation. 

When we wrote in March, we mentioned about trialling a new way to do the final 

check of the four books that were awaiting this check. Since then, 1 & 2 Peter 

have gone through this final check and at the time of writing, 2 Corinthians is 

being checked. When this is finished, the check of Hebrews will be done. It 

certainly isn’t as straightforward as doing the checks in-person, but we are 

thankful to God that it is working well. 

Since we last wrote, we both have had Covid, and although it was mild, it left us 

with a lingering tiredness and a lower threshold for other bugs going around. 

Our current plans include making a trip to Indonesia in the autumn – around 

September-October time probably, for around 6 weeks. 

Thank you for your prayers for us and for the Dobel translation work. 



 

From the Session Clerk 

 

By the time you read this, all the events and street parties will have taken place, 

the bunting will be coming down and the flags will have been put away; we will have 

marked the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen. Not the 70th anniversary 

of her accession to the throne, which was on the 6th of February; and not the 

70th anniversary of her coronation in Westminster Abbey: that’s on the 2nd of 

June next year! But a celebration, nevertheless, of 70 remarkable years as our 

head of state and head of the Commonwealth. 

 

Do these things really matter? I think they do. Paul says to Timothy, “First of all, 

then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made 

for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a 

peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is 

pleasing in the sight of God our Saviour, who desires all people to be saved and to 

come to the knowledge of the truth.”. This, living in an age where the Roman 

emperors were descending into madness and depravity and would persecute 

Christians, and the local rulers in Palestine were not much better! 

 

I think we should be genuinely thankful to God: firstly, for a Sovereign Lady who 

has dedicated her whole life to service to her people, and who unashamedly 

professes her allegiance to the King of kings. Secondly, for the constitutional 

stability she has provided as a head of state who is above the machinations and 

duplicities and divisiveness of the political class in a way that other nations, 

particularly our friends in the dear old ‘United’ States, can only envy (To those 

who favour independence, I would just remind you that King James the First of 

England was already King James the Sixth of Scotland, a hundred years before 

the Act of Union which created the United Kingdom!). Thirdly, for being someone 

who has tirelessly travelled, met with world leaders and ordinary people: she has 

done far more than her share to promote peace and co-operation across every 

divide of race and culture, around the globe. 

 

I hope that in time, when the Duke of Cornwall accedes to the throne, he will build 

on the firm foundation established by his mother in the same way in which she 

built on the foundations provided by her father and grandfather. I know that he 

styles himself as a “defender of faiths”, not “Defender of the Faith” as his 

mother has; she has nevertheless earned huge respect from other faith groups 

despite making it clear that she holds to the Christian faith. 

 



In the meantime, I find it difficult to resist quoting one of the lesser-known and 

seldom-sung verses of the National Anthem: 

 

“O Lord our God arise, 

Scatter our enemies, 

And make them fall! 

Confound their politics, 

Frustrate their knavish tricks, 

On Thee our hopes we fix, 

God save us all!” 

 

In an age when our trust in our politicians is at an abysmal low and truth is 

devalued, more than ever we need to pray, “God, save our gracious Queen”! 

 

RW 

 

Sing a new song 
 

At the start of the year we committed to learning a minimum of 1 new song every 

month. Some of these should now sound familiar to many people, and we will be 

continuing to include them in services so that people get to know them. 

 

January: Here we are, people of faith (God is good)  - by Nick & Becky Drake 

(2020) who have written several other songs that we use from their organisation 

‘Worship for Everyone’ 

 

February: Oh the mystery (This is love)  - from New Wine Worship (2019) 

Both of these songs are by UK writers. 

 

March: Just as I am (I come broken) - by Travis Cottrell (2011). One of a few 

songs that we sing by the same writer, who is a big favourite of Christopher! 

 

April: Who else would rocks cry out to worship (a thousand hallelujahs) – by 

Hillsong Australia writers Brooke & Scott Ligertwood and UK writer Phil Wickham. 

We already sing many songs by these very talented writers. 

 

May: You take our lives (Heal our Land) – by Kari Jobe from the US (2016). She 

also wrote ‘Forever’, which we sing regularly. 

https://genius.com/artists/Brooke-ligertwood
https://genius.com/artists/Phil-wickham


 

Christian Aid 
 

Thank you to everyone who has supported Christian Aid week so far this year. We 

had our first CAW coffee morning in the Usual Place which raised more than 

£950.  

Thanks to everyone who delivered envelopes and all those who have made a 

donation.  

It is not too late to make a contribution - one straightforward way is online via 

this link which means it is counted as a Dumfries donation.  

https://giving.give-star.com/online/christian-aid/dumfries-christian-aid-group-

caw2022 

 

Date for the diary is the "normal" coffee morning which will be on 3rd September 

- more details to follow  
 

 

 

Powerhouse 
 

We are looking forward to the Prizegiving service which will be on Sunday 19th 

June.  

In August we will have our first holiday club for 2 years on the afternoons of 

Wed 17-Friday 19th August. Do, please, invite youngsters to come along - watch 

out for links to the registration forms. If you would like to help - and there are  

lots of options of ways to do so please, speak to Alison W.  
 

 
 

 

Youth Fellowship 
 

The school holidays are upon us and the YF will be finishing on 17th June with a 

water fight and buffet. It’s been another different year but we were glad to be 

able to get back to meeting in person. Please pray for our young people, some of 

them have already started moved up a year at high school and some have finished 

exams. 

Pray that they have a great and safe summer and that they have done well in their 

exams.  We look forward to seeing them after the summer. 

 

Karyn 
 

 

https://giving.give-star.com/online/christian-aid/dumfries-christian-aid-group-caw2022
https://giving.give-star.com/online/christian-aid/dumfries-christian-aid-group-caw2022


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Desert Island Diary is FREE 
 (Parents/carers are welcome for 

tea/coffee & cake) 
 

Designed for Primary School 

Children  
Games, Crafts, Music Bible Stories  

and much more 
  

For more information or to register 

call 01387 253043 email   

troqueerkids@btinternet.com 

or scan the QR Code  

 

mailto:troqueerkids@btinternet.co
mailto:troqueerkids@btinternet.com


 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sing, Play, Make & Pray 

By Eleanor King, Kevin Mayhew 

 

Got a free hour or two? Has something been cancelled 

and you’re wondering what to do? Worried the kids are 

going to be bouncing off the walls? Well, this is the book 

for you! 

 

This is a collection of creative, fun and reflective things 

to do as a household. The ideas are flexible, practical, 

doable and don't require expensive resources, but are 

also engaging and interesting for all ages to do together. 

To accompany each activity there is a short Bible 

passage linking in with the theme, and a family-friendly 

prayer 

The Life We’re Looking For – reclaiming relationship 

in a technological world 

By Andy Crouch 

 

Our greatest need is to be embedded in rich 

relationships with the people around us. But for the 

last century, we’ve displaced that need with the ease of 

technology. We’ve dreamed of power that doesn’t 

require relationship (what the premodern world 

called magic) and abundance that doesn’t require 

dependence (what Jesus called Mammon). Yet even 

before a pandemic disrupted that quest, we felt 

strangely out of place: lonely, anxious, bored amid 

endless options, oddly disconnected amid infinite 

connections. 

 

In The Life We’re Looking For, bestselling author and 

cultural critic Andy Crouch reveals how each of us can 

fight back. From the generosity of early Christians to 

the efforts of entrepreneurs working to create more 

humane technology, Crouch shows how we can restore 

true community and put people first in a world 

dominated by money, power and devices. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Across 
 
1  Evil (Genesis 6:5) (10) 
7  Musician called for by Elisha when he met the 
kings of Israel, Judah and Edom (2 Kings 3:15) (7) 
8  The request that led to the institution of the Lord’s 
Prayer: ‘Lord, — us to pray’ (Luke 11:1) (5) 
10 ‘We are hard pressed on every—
’(2Corinthians4:8)(4) 
11 Fraud (2Corinthians6:8)(8) 
13 ‘His troops advance in force;they build a siege 
ramp against me and — around my tent’ (Job 19:12) 
(6) 
15 Where Rachel hid Laban’s household gods when 
he searched his daughter’s tent (Genesis 31:34) (6) 
17 ‘Now about spiritual gifts,brothers,I do not want 
you to be—’ (1 Corinthians 12:1) (8) 
18 Nomadic dwelling(Genesis26:25)(4) 
21 ‘As for man,his days are like—,he flourishes like a 
flower of the field’ (Psalm 103:15) (5) 
22 Or I live (anag.)(7) 
23 Those guilty of 1 Across(Romans13:4)(10) 

 

Down 
 
1  ‘God so loved the — that he gave his one and only 
Son’ (John 3:16) (5) 
2  ‘Away in a manger, no — for a bed’ (4) 
3  Mob ten (anag.) (6) 
4  ‘Each — group made its own gods in several 
towns where they settled’ (2 Kings 17:29) (8) 
5  Began (Luke 9:46) (7) 
6  Speaking very softly (John 7:32) (10) 
9  Workers Ruth joined when she arrived in 
Bethlehem with her mother-in-law Naomi (Ruth 2:3) 
(10) 12 Put in jail(Acts22:19)(8) 
14 Aceturn(anag.)(7) 
16 Discharge(Acts21:3)(6) 
19 ‘All these—come from inside and make a man 
“unclean”’ (Mark 7:23) (5) 
20 ‘Let us rejoice and be glad and — him 
glory!’(Revelation19:7)(4) 

 



 



 



 
 



 
 

ACROSS: 1, Wickedness. 7, Harpist. 8, Teach. 10, Side. 11, Impostor. 13, Encamp. 

15, Saddle. 17, Ignorant. 18, Tent. 21, Grass. 22, Olivier. 23, Wrongdoers. 

 

DOWN: 1, World. 2, Crib. 3, Entomb. 4, National. 5, Started. 6, Whispering. 9, 

Harvesters. 12, Imprison. 14, Centaur. 16, Unload. 19, Evils, 20, Give. 
 


